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HON MALCOLM JOHN BRYCE 
Statement 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [6.25 pm]: 
I would like to join my colleagues in honouring Mal Bryce and recognise this incredible character. I am very 
pleased to hear the story from Hon Michael Mischin of Mal having a street in Technology Park named after him, 
because there is no doubt that his energy and foresight in creating that technology precinct was unparalleled. 
I remember how Mal transformed the way we in Labor thought about these issues. It is without doubt that 
Mal Bryce put on the agenda this whole issue of innovation and moving to new technology and new industries. 
Well before any other people in the political sphere in this state and probably nationwide, he really grasped the 
opportunities and the challenges that were going to come with the digital age. I note in his final speech that Mal was 
talking about what seemed to be an insane idea to a lot of people then that in not too many years, every home 
would have a small powerful computer. Everyone thought of them as computers at that time. In 1987 that seemed 
like a very “out there” idea. Within the space of 15 or so years, our thinking had so changed that that became the 
reality. 
Mal had this great vision. It came from a deep intellectual desire to really understand how society worked and 
what we could do to ensure that every Western Australian had an opportunity for a place in the sun. That in turn 
built on his incredible personality and he was the most relentlessly positive human being. He was not just a ball of 
energy every time we saw him, but he was this great groundswell of positivity. During the time he was in 
Parliament, he was encouraging all his colleagues and inspiring the party. After what I considered to be his very 
premature departure from the formal political scene, he continued to be a source of education and set about 
incentivising and motivating those coming after him. As Hon Sue Ellery said, he spent a lot of time after his 
retirement from politics still working very much in the innovation and technology space but devoting so much 
time to ensuring that people understood that those who were coming after him within the Labor movement 
absolutely understood those ideas.  
My last big session with Mal was just before the last election. I was doing a fundraiser with the fabulous 
Don Punch and staying with Gordon Hill, as were Mal and Liz. We had quite an incredible night that went into 
the very early hours. Mal shared with us the history of his involvement in the Labor Party and told these great war 
stories from the late 1950s and 1960s and about his legendary struggles with the more, shall we say, conservative 
forces, including the legendary Joe Chamberlain. 
Mal was an incredibly positive person who really wanted to understand how the world worked, and that 
combination was an incredibly powerful asset for our community. Of course, as we would expect with a person 
like that, he and Liz established extraordinary friendships and a great family. Mal and his wife, Liz, were truly life 
partners. They were in this enterprise together, mutually supportive and creating a great family of four wonderful 
children who were so much part of the whole exercise. Fiona spoke at his funeral about how they loved the “Labor” 
party—they thought the party was the thing that happened at their house; they thought the Labor Party was 
a party—and how this formed part of their life. 
Mal Bryce was a great man. We are so very sorry for his family’s loss, but they have so much to celebrate in the 
legacy he left not only within their family, but also across this entire state. 

Statement 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.32 pm]: I, too, would like to add a few 
words of respect on the passing of Mal Bryce, life member of the Labor Party, former Deputy Premier and member 
for Ascot, which is now largely encompassed by the seat of Belmont. Mal was born in Bunbury and kept his very, 
very strong links with regional Western Australia. When I was first elected, I got the invitation, like many others, 
to Mal and Liz’s house. We spent a good two or three hours discussing ways that we could, for instance, improve 
broadband connectivity across the wheatbelt and other innovational and technological ideas that could be rolled 
out across the state. I will always remember that afternoon. He was very good working through some of the issues 
with new members of Parliament and he taught us about the value of keeping that strong regional voice alive in 
the party and in the Parliament. Mal gave a lot to Western Australia and the Labor Party, and he even gave a lot to 
me. I wish to express on behalf of everyone from our regional representation our deepest condolences to Liz and 
family. We certainly have lost one of the great political minds of our time. I wish them all well into the future. It 
was a pleasure to know Mal. 
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